Hall to
open

doors
again

true gem of the widei
SPriMgsion community is se1
b0 respen naxt month

After years of hard work from a
dadicated teamn of passionate locals,
tha Springstan South Memaorial Hall
has been returmed to its formes
qlary. The building sufferad
axtensiva damage during the
Canterbury earthquakes, but the
commiunity-owned facility was newar
cering B be kost, sncd nenw Mayor
K lwim Coar will odficially cul the
ribbson an Movembaer 10,

Thar frant of the kall ard tailia
blea ks slurnped significantly in the

Familiar sight: The hall has been the heart of the Springston South comimunity
zinca it was construcked naar the Walkaipa Schood in 1923,

quakes, and had to be stabilised
with a neww concrete foundation, The
facada has been reconstructed as a
parfact replica of the criginal, while
the toilets have been fully
mademised. Inside, the timbe
interior continges to reflect a
Errautiful sense of charscler fsm s
sl gEenErAtian.

Thar hsll has Besen the heart of Thas
Sprimgston South comemunily since i
wadh constructed near the Wiskaipa

Schanl in 1923, At the time, locals In
Springston South wera unbmpressad
that they had ralsed a ot of monay
for a Sprimgston Hall, only for it 1o be
built in the haart of Springston, so
they raised the funds for a facility of
thier cwm,

i Tysan b Freed in the ares
Ten most ol his Ble and spent more
than thoee ciec ackes as president of
the hall committoee. He has soeen
rmany & good night in the hall, and

Front featura: The front of the hall has bean restoned Lo 0s fommern glory.

says that In s heyday, people would
come from all ower the district. He
fendly remembers whan dances
ware hald en full moons to enabla
avenmone to hava the best lighi
possible as they returmed home by
foat o on haorse

Barry Powell alws has groat
memaories of the party held al the
venue an he night the end of 'World
Wiar I weas clesslaresd

It wearss Thae diest tirme hie had over

eaten pineapple, after one resident
managed 1 keep a can unopensad
right through the war,

I'd mayer had it before, bacause
of all the rationing that went on
thicugh tha war yaars,” ha said,

It mary not see another war, but
thar Springgston Seuth Mall nesw bas
eyery chance of making i1 1oa
passible centerary in 2023,

s me-apening will lake place on
Meyvwermbier 10 a8 2pme



Hall fit for community service again

he resurrection of the
I Springston South Memorlal
Hall is a good example of
haw the combination of a
passionate and anengatic
cormmunity and the commitment
of am insuranca company can
pay dividencs,

The hall sulleed exlensive
clamasoe in The carthouakes, and like
w0 many Konk buildings, it wasn't
it there was a dangei of losing it
that its place in the heart of the
comimininy became more evident.
This is when the community
stepped in to raise anough maoney
to makea s resurrection a reality,

The bullding has now bean
rafurbished and its doors will be
officially opened by Mayor Kelvin
Coa on Moariber 10

its fromt area and toilets have
baen stabilisad with a new concrete
foundation ard the facade
recreated, while the restored timbsar
inderior e hemes The festivities and
Atmasphare ol 4 Bygons ma.

Insures Wern is delighted with the
wiaty Thinags have wadked out.

Buliding confidence: limny Higgins,
Vars's exacutive genaral manager,
Earthoquake Programmes,

"Tha completed reinstatemant of
the hall is a great outcome for the
cermmunity. Wine very pleased that,
Alter Thres yoars, 1% G saain
available lor weckdings and other
soial lunctions,” says Jmemy

Relnstatement: Tha intenior of the hall recalls the festivities and functions of
long ago,

Higgins, Ve axecutive ganeral
manager, Earthquake Programims,

"Weaking with the community
aned Gur Custormers is important 1o
Wi = wie wanl Lo continue 1o build
trust and confidence ...

“As we continue to gain
mezmentum in Chiistchurch, wa
hopes 1o comgdete more projects
likoer B,

Wi anticipate that by the end of
2004, all Vers custormers will hase &

resolution for thelr clalms,

“They will lnow and understand
what is hapganing with their claims,
with contracts to begin construction
wall wndar way,” he says

“At Vero, we have a clear viaw of
how wa'ra going 1o deal with tha
prropaeEie s we e reinstaling.,

“We have some vory senior ancd
e perionced stafl dealing with
CLUETermiens o & Lsoe-to-Taa Exadis,
and we'ie abls 1o daliver the
sodutions they warit.

“Wie're happy o cantinue the
ielationship we have with the hall
cormmittes and Vero is proud Lo
continue providing nsurance for
the hall.”

@ Vero s the second largest general
inswrer In e fealand. belonging
to thie Suncorp Group,

@ 1 has been managing almaost
3,000 eartbquake claims in
Christchurch

@ |1 has paid gut approximately 2.8
brillicen already.

011 has settled 76 per cent of
commercial and 54 per cent of
personal eathouasie claims.
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